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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETRD GATT 

SUB J : MTN: TROPICAL PRODUCTS MEETING, JUNE 16-19-SUMMING UP AND 
DECISIONS 

1. TEXT OF CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING-UP AT TROPICAL PRODUCTS 
MEETING JUNE 16-19 QUOTED BELOW (MTN/TP/3): 

1. THE GROUP "TRIPICAL PRODUCTS' HELD ITS SECOND 
MEETING DURING THE PERIOD 16-19 JUNE 1975, TO CARRY 
FORWARD THE NEGOTIATIONS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE GUIDELINES AGREED AT ITS INITIAL 
MEETING ON 10-14 MARCH 1975 (MTN/TP/1). THE GROUP 
AGREED TO INVITE THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS 
REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AS AN OBSERVER. 

2. THE GROUP HAD AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS COVERING THE 
CONTENTS OF THE REQUEST LISTS PRESENTED UP TO THE TIME 
OF THE MEETING, THE POSSIBLE APPROACHES WITH RESPECT 

TO THE KIND OF OFFERS THAT MIGHT BE MADE AND THE TIME-FRAME 
FOR NEGOTIATIONSINCLUDING THE PRESENTATION OF 
OFFERS HAVING REGARD TO THE SPECIAL AND PRIORITY 
TREATMENT TO BE GIVEN TO THE SECTOR OF TROPICAL 
PRODUCTS. A NUMBER OF POINTS CONCERNING DIFFERENTIAL 
TREATMENT FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THIS ECTOR AND 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS RELATING TO THE FORMULATION OF 
CONCESSIONS WERE ALSO MADE. REFERENCE WAS MADE TO THE 
IMPORTANCE OF TAKING UP QUESTIONS RELATING TO PRICE 
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STABILIZATION AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME, HAVING REGARD 
TO THE PROVISIONS OF PARA 1(IX) OF THE GUIDELINES. 

3. THE GROUP NOTED THAT A NUMBER OF DEVELOPING COUNTRY 
PARTICIPANTS HAD SUBMITTED THEIR INITIAL REQUEST LISTS 
FOR CONCESSIONS TO OTHER PARTICIPANTS AS PROVIDED IN 
PARA 1(1) OF THE GUIDELINES. SOME OTHER DEVELOPING 
COUNTRY PARTICIPANTS INDICATED THEIR INTENTION TO SUBMIT 
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INITIAL REQUEST LISTS IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. THE 
GROUP URGED DEVELOPING COUNTRY PARTICIPANTS INTERESTED 
IN TROPICAL PRODUCTS WHICH HAVENOT YET SUBMITTED THEIR 
INTIAL REQUESTS TO DO SO AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 

4. THE GROUP AGREED AS FOLLOWZ: 

(I) INTENSIVE CONSULTATIONS SHOULD PROCEED AS RAPIDLY 
AS POSSIBLE BETWEEN PARTICIPANTS MAKING REQUESTS AND 
THE PARTICIPANTS TO WHICH REQUESTS ARE ADDRESSED. IT 
WAS EXPECTED THAT SUCH CONSULTATIONS WOULD, INTER ALIA, 
SERVE TO CLARIFY THE FACTUAL INFORMATION CONTAINED IN 

THE REQUESTS LISTS AND COVER THE EXAMINATION AND DISCUSSION 
OF THE INTIAL REQUESTS AS WELL AS THE PRELIMINARY 
SUBSTANTIVE REACTIONS TO INITIAL REQUESTS WITH A VIEW 
TO THE EARLY TABLING OF OFFERS. 

(II) PARTICIPANTS SHOULD KEEP THE SECRETARIAT INFORMED 
OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONSULTATIONS SO THAT ADEQUATE 
INFORMATION WITH RESPECT TO THE CONSULTATIONS TAKING 
PLACE IS AVAILABLE. THE SECRETARIAT SHOULD BE READY TO 
ASSIST DELEGATIONS WITH ARRANGEMENS FOR CONSULTATIONS 
INCLUDVEG TIME-TABLES FOR MEETINGS WHERE CALLED UPON TO 
DO SO. 

(III) PLURILATERAL CONSULTATIONS MAY ALSO TAKE PLACE 
BETWEEN TWO OR MORE PARTICIPANTS INTERESTED AS 
EXPORTERS OF THE SAME PRODUCTS AND THE COUNTRIES 
RECEIVING REQUESTS ON THE SAME PRODUCTS. TO THIS END, 
COUNTRIES WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN SUCH CONSULTATIONS 
MAY NOTIFY THE SECRETARIAT AND NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS 
WILL BE MADE FOR THIS PURPOSE WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF 
THE PARTICIPANTS CONCERNED. 

(IV) THE GROUP WOULD AT ITS NEXT MEETING TO BE 
HELD FROM 20 OCTOBER 1975: 

A) REVIEW THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE CONSULTATIONS 
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AND TAKE SUCH FURTHER STEPS AS MAY BE NECESSARY IN THIS 
RESPECT; 

B) EXAMINE ARRANGEMENTS AND PROCEED TO 

ESTABLISH A TIME-TABLE FOR THE PRESENTATION AND POSSIBLE 
CIRCULATION OF INITIAL OFFERS, HAVING REGARD TO THE 
DESIRABILITY OF ACHIEVING CONCRETE RESULTS AT THE 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 3 
OF THE GUIDELINES FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF NEGOTIATIONS 
ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS; 

C) CONSIDER QUESTIONS RELEVANT TO THE NEOGTIATIONS 
ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS WICH MAY REQUIRE MULTILATERAL 
ACTION TAKING INTO ACCOUNT, INTER ALIA, PARAGRAPH 1(IX) 

OF THE GUIDELINES AND PROGRESS IN THE CONSULTATIONS; 

AND (D) CONSIDER QUESTIONS COVERED BY PARAGRAPHS 1(V) 

AND 2(111) OF THE GUIDELINES". HARTZELL 
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